ANNOUNCING - ECLIPSE FLIGHT NOVEMBER 14

from Auckland to total solar eclipse returning to Gisborne — airborne observation over water east of N.Z.
— more than 4 minutes in the moon’s shadow at 35,000 feet at 290 knots in 9-passenger King Air 350 —
unforgettable drama as shadow approaches and envelops aircraft —“closest we can come to space travel”

$3,000 for your own window or $2,000 to share — windows are quite large so sharing should work fine
Gavin Logan gavinL@slingshot.co.nz 820 6001 or 021 144 1055
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2012 November 14 Wed.
total solar eclipse
observation by air
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totality 4m42s approx. with solar altitude 58.9°

and sun direction perpendicular to left side of aircraft

21:35:00 UT mid-intercept in King Air 350

at 35,000 feet at 290 knots airspeed for totality run

departing from Auckland returning to Gisborne

during 12-minute A-B shadow view run lunar
umbra will come over the horizon from behind and
to the right of the aircraft, easy to see from the
huge windows of the King Air 350 and should be a
spectacular view from the 35,000-feet altitude

aircraft is the very late-model 350i,

with roomy luxurious 9-passenger

cabin and less than two years old
so its windows are excellent

(D mid-totality on this chart
is slightly displaced from
centerline because

of 35,000-feet
altitude)
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solar elevation of ~ 59 degrees during
totality will still be easy to view out the
7 left-side windows because King Air's
windows slope upwards 28 degrees
permitting observation all the way to
the zenith..."90 degrees up”!

Gisbome

Eclipse predictions by Fred Espenak, NASA’s GSFC
Aircraft intercept projections ©2012 by Glenn Schneider
Aircraft intercept graphics ©2012 by John R. Beattie
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A begin shadow view run
21:17:00 UT
aircraft at 32.86s 178.42w

B begin totality run
21:29:00 UT
33.87s 177.82w

C totality begins
21:32:39 UT
34.17s 177.64w

D mid-totality
21:35:00 UT
34.37s 177.52w

E totality ends
21:37:21 UT
34.57s 177.40w

F end totality run
21:41:00 UT
34.87s 177.22w
then turn for Gisborne
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